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The apostle Paul tells us that the length and breadth of this love 
cannot be measured,—that its height and depth cannot be fathomed, 
—that it passeth all knowledge. The highest Seraph that dwells in 
the radiant light of the throne of God cannot measure it,—he beholds 
only with increasing wonder and delight. The first pulsation of the 
believer's heart beats the sentiment, what love! what love! Is it not 























key note of ( 


similar destiny; but eternal life is foreordained for some, and eternal 
damnation for others:—E£v », therefore, 7 ted for one or 7? 

, ; . . > 9 ‘ oT ent 
other of 1 ( .’—See Inst. B. 2 chap. 21. Similar quotations 
might be multiplied, but it is unnecessary. I have nothing to say, at 

a ae ad a Che dplicatinm Mant te moot to } ~haract 
present, with 1 ird to the refiection that Is cast upon the chi cier 


of God by such a doctrine, so far as his justice is concerned. But as 


long as the word of God is what it is, we must ever enter a solemn 
protest against such a way of ‘‘closing the gate of life’’ to the sinner 


and of damming up the stream of mercy with such doctrines 

Such is the discordance of this doctrine of limited atonement with 
the language of the Bible and the spirit of the gospel, that we seldom 
hear it proclaimed from the pulpit, and even when it is, it is done in 
such general and ambiguous terms that it is understood only by “the 
initiated.” The mass of those who take shelter under the creeds of 
Calvinism know nothing about it, since they never hear any thing on 








ifitbe asked, who was there, at that time, thus to revive the pure 


yetrines of the gospel, in the great Valley of the West? We answer 


the spirit of God, who could hold communion with his people there 


nd raise up such instrumentalities as would advance the honor and 
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rlorvy of his name, and build up.the kingdom ofhisSon. An evidence 
yf this divine agency in the glorious work may be seen in its abiding 
influence and abounding fruits. 
The s ined, from th Com places’ of Melancthon, as trans- 
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We oucht, however. in the commencement, to lay it down as a cer 
tain prineipie, from which nothing s! ould induce us to depart, that 


God 1s not the author of sin, that he does not will sin, nor approve ¢ 


sin, nor impel the wills of others to choose sin: but that he is truly and 


; 


awfully opposed to sin, which he has declared, not only by his word 
in which eternal misery is threatened, but also by the unceasing mani- 
festations of his wrath against it, in the dispensations of his Providence.- 
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be found in Zech. $:17 


hearts against his neighbor 


il 


Another testimony 
you imagine evil in } 
oath, forall these are things thatI hate,’’ saith the Lord 


Now, God is sincere in his professed hatred of sin; it 


fore, be thought that he wills sin. 
‘‘The lust of flesh is not of the Father, but of 


cannot, ther 


Again, 1 John, 2:16, 
the world.” 1 John, 3: 
the devil sinneth from the beginning;” that is, the devil is the original 
And in regard to the human race, we read in Romans 


8, ‘‘He whocommiteth sin is of the devil, for 


author of sin. 
5:12, “By man sin entered into the world:” thatis, sin is not a thing 


created by God; but man, in the exercise of his own liberty, has turn 
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ct, and on account of which it is rejected as worthless Thus the 


ruin of an edifice isthe destruction of its frame, or a dissipation of jts 
parts. So the depravity of our origin is a pollution and disorder of 
our faculties, which defect in our nature is the object of the divine ha- 
tred, and on account of which he is displeased with the being in 


whom it exists.. The nature of privation may be illustrated by a 
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First, it was an internal disorder: 


dering from their right course, just as 


rudder, tossed by the winds and waves. 
serve to show that the evil consists 


*Query, 


in defect; for as 


to whom is tl evil’s first sin to be ascribed, if not to him 
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civil goV } t : it is certain, therelore, tl! 
vy, which is the sou f conti ney, does exist, as | before sa 
But as God is said to detern contingencies, we must be careful to 
istinguish between his determination of those things which are agree- 
e to his will, and those which are not; or, between those events 
which depend entirely on his wil and these which are brought 


about by human agency, though not to the exclusion of divine agency. 
God foresaw the crimes of Saul, but he did not will them; nor did he 
impel his will, but permitted him to act according to his own inclina- 
tien, without interposing any obstalce to his freedom. But in the 
view of Saul’s misconduct, which he clearly foresees, he resolves to 
remove him from the high office to which, by divine direction he had 
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human power are of no ava prevent the disaster 


true saying of the poet: 
“Omnia sunt hom 


Et subito casu qual valuere ruunt.”’ 
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necessity. Such is the proposit that there is aGod—that he is in 
tellicent, eternal | of r, wisdom, justice, and odnes 
and good, and cannot will any thu 
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and that he wills onl) 
to his « 


wn most holy nature. 


lty, lust, or any wickedness. 


which is repugnant 
lighted with, or will injustice, cruc 


there 1s another necessity which is denominated 
sequence, that is, such propositions or things, the opposite of which 


are not in their nature impossible, and are only rendered necessary 
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opinion, or be permitte dto hear it, that God is the cause of crimes 0; 


any one; for as such an opinion is dishonorable to the Deity, so it is 
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injurious to the state, and repugnant to sound reason.” There is a 
common argument on this subject which not a little disturbs the 
minds of the pious, and which it may be useful to explain. Itis said 
that second causes cannot act without the concurrence of the first 
therefore, as the second cause (as for example, the disobedience 
of Eve) is sinful, the first must be so also. I have known some per- 
sons who were by this objection driven to great confusion of mind 
and to the adoption of horrible conclusions. There isa subtle meta- 
physical answer which 1s sometimes given to this objection, but I pre- 
fer resorting to one which is better suited to common apprehension 
It is this: God is present with, and concurs with his creatures, not 


» that 


like the God of the Stoics, as if bound to second causes, s 
he is able to act only as they act; but as a perfectly free agent, sus- 
taining them in existence, and with consummate wisdom accommo- 
dating his agency to the nature of the case, not only giving effica- 
cy to second causes, but also, when he chooses, counteracting 
them. Thus, though he upholds the Jaws of nature by which corpo- 
real things are governed, yet we find him ordering the sun to become 
retrograde, and the clouds to withhold the rain for three years 
and then suddenly send plentiful showers. And we know that although 
God sustains second causes, He is not confined to them, for every 
day events occur which are out of the sphere of their operation. In 
the midst of battle, and on the seas, and in diseases, many are deliv- 


ered from various dangers when second causes can be of no avail. 


We ought not, therefore, to entertain the opinion of the Stoics 
that God is confined to second causes, so as never to act inde- 
pendently of them, but we should believe that he is always present 
with the work of his hands, sustaining a!l things by his power, 
and governing all events by his own most perfect freedom; so that 
there is good ground for praying for his aid and interposition in any 
emergency. Thus God not only sustains, but willingly helps those 
who actin an orderly manner; but in regard to those who act dis- 
orderly, although he upholds these also, yet he cannot be said to aid 
them in doing wrong. Eve was soconstituted and endowed with free 
will, that she had it in her power either to obey or to transgress, 
and the existence of divine favor, as the first cause, did not make 
God the author of her sin. It is indeed universally true, that the 
second cause cannot act without the sustaining power of the first; 
but, as was before observed, this upholding providence must be care- 
fully distinguished from that exercise of power which assists in the 
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production of the sinful act; for that effect which God does not will, 
he never aids the creature to bring into being. If any one inquire, 
therefir2, what was the immediate canse of the sin of Eve when 
she turned herself away from God, the answer must be, her own 
fee will. The maxim, that the second cause cannot act without 
the first, although admitted by all, is very differently understood 
by the stoic and the Christian. The former believes that, in similar 
circumstances, the same effects must necessarily take place; but 
the latter makes an important distinction between good and evil ac- 
tions, which the Stoic entirely overlooks. It is true that the second 
cause can not act without the first, that is, unless it is sustained by 
the first; but this does not hinder the first cause from acting, when it 
seems good, without the se¢ because he isa perlectly free agent; and 
when the second cause is a fi agent it acts without the co-operation 
of the first in the production of evil, for the power of originating such 


acts belongs essentially to that liberty with which free agents are en- 


dued. In this explanation I have endeavored to avoid too much re- 
finement, and to present the subject in such a manner as to be level 
to the common apprehensions of men. Others, however, choose to 
explain this matter a little differently. They say chat the second 
cause cannot act without the first, in producing a positive effect; but 
in a mere delinquency, or a defect of right action, the second eause 
canactalone. For example, the will of Eve in the first transgression 
did not produce a positive effect, but was an aberration from the pro- 
per mark, defect in the quality of the act. This explanation does 
not really differ from the one already given, and may seem to render 
it more perspicuous. But, after all, it is best to believe in the gen- 
eral, that God has established such a connection between the first 
and the second cause, as he acting freely chooses should exist; so that 
while he co-operates to sustain the creature, He is not the author of 


sin.” 
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THE GOSPEL REMEDY. 
BY REV. HERSCHEL S. PORTER, 


ASTOR OF THE FIRST (¢ MBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PHILA. 
But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole 
j ; j host 7 / j fe?” cm t. 9:19 


reed NOL al] ysician tiey th ica 
d 


The physician, who, when the disease is known, discovers and ap- 


plies the proper remedies, gives evidence of an acquaintance with 
the science of medi This distinguishes the scientific doctor from 
the quack and th inteban} This application of curatives to dis- 
eases, marks t! wisdom and prot ional skill of the man of the 
healing art. The h constructed with fair proportions and suita- 
ble accommoda evinces t wisdem of the arch 
hlect J the edificedeclare the | vl 
C ands From t nature of the buildiny 
we may form a é ofthe genius of him who planned 
and executed it. The world in which we live is the aboce of living 
intelligent bei it | every Capacity lor such a re idence The 
succession of seasons, the revolutions of day and night, the produc- 


tions of the earth the divisions of land and water, the circumambient 
| the! f the sun, and avariety of other circumstances 


atmospnet , Lit ‘ i 


all declare, in a manner that cannot be mistaken, the adaptation of 


this globe to be the abode of intelligent and reasonable beings. This 
manifest adaptation 7 uD] s design. Design presupposes a de 
si7ner; an intelligent, | vo g. 

The existence ofthe worl it is before us, declares to every inte 
ligent and think mind two t truth rhe « that there is a 
treat, spiritual being, who, by the word of his power, created all 
things, and who governsand sustaius all things. The other, that this 


original, presiding being is infinitely wise and infinitely good. ‘For 
the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eterna 
power and God-head But, if weare pleased and instructed in the 
contemplation of the peculiar fitness of this world to the physical 
and intellectual state of man, we will, oncontemplating the adaptation 
of the Gospel to his moral condition, be far more pleased and instruct- 
ed. Many evidences there are of the truth of the gospel. But none 
so strong and clear as this: it is just what it should be. The gospel 
is justsuch a remedy as our moral woes and calamities require. The 
remedy is suited, with infinite skill and wisdom, to the disease. The 
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Great Physician of the text alone has power and skill to heal the mal- 


adies and distempers of our race. Heathen Philosophy could find 


s of life. Infidelity has long wandered in the 


nu remedy for the il 


; 


dark, without making any discovery relative to the future condition 


and happiness of the soul. Idolatry and Mahomedanism but trifle 
with a subject on which all feel the deepest int a 

The view that I wish to take of the gos; t this time, is this: its 
adaptation to the situation of the human family,—the gospe! a reme- 
dy for the ills of sii ] h to take a] | view of this ect. 
lt js the character of human nature to | » whatever deeply 
ind vitally concerns u Here is as fy nt al ilure 

rest. Are all under si He in th is the antidote, the 
remedy, the Balm of G the Elixir of Lif Here is a Panacea 
for all our diseases. 

1. The adaptation of t ¢ el to the wants of man, as a religious 
veing, will appefar if we consider it as a revelation and discovery of 
the will of God. Without the gospel, what would man know? What 
would he know of his origin? What of his nature What would be 
known of duty? What know! e would he have of vice? or of vir- 
tue? What would be known of deatl What of Judgmen What 
of Eternity What of Heave: What of H Man, deprived of 
the light of th y spel “i 1 be a brut W : the brute has in- 
stinct to guideit. Without the light that descends from heaven, man 
has nothing to guide his erring steps. But, by every Ienis Fatuus 
he is seduced into fen, and bog, and brak The fire-fly—the glow- 


worm and phosphorescent glare deceive him and sport with him.— 
The baleful light of the meteor would lead him to ruin. The situa- 
tion of the nations of the earth that are deprived of the revelation of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, is deplorable beyond conception or de- 


scription. They truly dwell in the valley of the shadow of death.— 
Che nations of the South Sea Islands, possessing the finest physical 
structures on the globe, are debased and degraded, ina moral, civil and 
social point of view, to the extremest point of misery. The tribes of 
Patagonia and the Cape of Good Hope, and the interior of Africa, 
combine the habits of brutes with the malice and virulence of devils. 
Who would be willing to take up a residence in those countries?— 
What a country, what a world would ours be without the gospel!— 


The night and confusion and anarchy of Chaos would again return.— 


Nor sun, nor moon, nor stars, nor dawning day would ever appear. 
How well adapted is the light of Revelation to the moral night that 
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hangs on the world and on every soul of man! = It is, on the world, as 


the Holy Spirit on Chaos—imparting order, beauty and life. The long 


night passes away. The light of a celestial morning dawns, The 
world is filled with joy and gladness. Each individual sees his proper 
statiouin being. Thedanger and guilt of all are manifest. The way 
ofescape is before all. Lol! t New Jerusalem ay urs! Ged. as our 
Father, beckons us away. Jesus Christ intercedes r us. The Di- 
vine Spirit comfo und sanct is, and guides us to glory. An- 
gels et mp re j it \V\ 1 live beyor In 
endless |! y ‘ ! 5 s as 
these 1 ov 

2. A har r 

3 1s 

| } 
i 
! rean 
} Nn ¢ 
G s] 

t i his s \ , t 
mm } ly ! tt 3s time, trom the h ht ot h n, on his 
throne, beh eirth’s vast population, in ¢ity, town ndc untry, diss 
perst d over « ntinents at i « ind countless thron rs, and of all, 


1 ' 
} 


there is not one butis guilty in hissight. Men confess their cuilt in 
their objects of worship. All have some kind of religion. Men will 
have some God to worship, either onions, or leeks, or oxen, or the sun, 
or the moon, or the Goddess of Reason, or stage actresses, or Jupiter, 
or the God of the Bible. All feel that something must be done to pro- 
pitiate the favor of their Deity: either penance, or mortification, or pil- 
grimages, or sacrifices, or sufferings, or obedience. 

The religious practices of the human family are so many expressione 
of a felt and conscious guilt. If there were no guilt, there would be 
no necessity of religion. What are ail the systems of false religion? 
They but mock, instead of consoling. They eure not, but aggravate 
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the disease. They do not heal, but inflame the wound. When the 
guilty soul csks for bread, they give a stone;—and for an egg, a scor- 
pion. Go search Heaven and Earth and Hell, and you find no reme- 
dy fora guilty and depraved soul, save in the gospel. “Christ is the 
way, and the truth, and the life.’ He is the fountain of light, to illu- 
minate. His spirit, on obedience and repentance, quickens and chan- 
ges our natures. His g-ace washes, purifies and sanctifies us. His 
word consoles, instructs and guides us. Through the mediation of 
Christ, pardon ts dispensed. By the blood and death of Christ we are 


justified. Dy the righteousness of Christ the soul is arrayed in celes- 


tial garments. By the.ntercessions of the Saviour, grace and strength 


and glory are given to the believe: Here is the gospel m de of Justi- 
fication. Thisis the on/y way of justification. Have I been justified? 
Has that painful sense and cons isness of guilt before God been 
wiped away fom my heat Has my faith, liket bunch of hysop iu 
the Law, been appli ( of Atonement, and has 
f he ri be I i ! ] I ( guilt? 
, , 
“is 
eins, 
5 
ha 
Ti 
‘J 
\ } 
V\ 
TI pel ¢ ! {itt to the h plessnes 
nd t ul an ility of hu | Phy lly considered, man | 
f j is tl ! r even wot erve for the name 
man VW man « rl } nd steamboats, and ri ys and 
' , 7 ‘ - 
locomotives, and divers 1 es "i cities, and hugh | ce 
nd fortifi ns, and towers | t up to heaven, such is the frailty of 


his nature that his own works falling crush him—the slightest change 


in the atmosphere suspe nds his earthly existence, or the bite ofa fly 
or the sting of a worm destroys him. Such is man physically. But 
lly? Ewen feebler still. If the willow be pliant and 


what is he morally 
flexible, the bruised reed is more so. If man be the prey of physical 


evils, he is tenfold moreso of moral evils. Angels have ability to ob- 
(ur first parents were created with 
But they 


serve the law of God in all things. 
knowledge to know, and power to do, the will of God. 
abused tliat power and lost that knowledge. Saints in glory, in a 
state of perfeet restitution, are capable of, and do conform, to the 
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law of God in all things. But how impotent, how imbecile is man 
here in this life! He cannot deliver himself from the curse of the law. 


No counsels, no prudence, no sagacity, no foresight of his can deliver 


him from death. The strength of all the armies, of al! the nations of 
the earth cannot deliver his soul from hell. No wealth can bribe his 


Judge. The authority of al] the crowns and sceptres of this world 


cannot reverse the sentence of his final doom. Nor is the soul more 
capable of complying with the precepts of the law than of delivering 


itself from present and impending evils. Who has ever kept the law 


from his youth up? What man liveth and sinneth not? Who has ob- 


] ‘ 


served the law, without a single violation, for one year? or one month? 


or one week? or one day? orone hour? nay, or one minute? We are 
to love God with the w! heart, and mind, and soul, and strength 
\ failure, or \ tionw me ticular, isa violation of ¢t whole.— 
There is no y of the . There can be none 
ine § ! | " I ¢ 
‘ ability 4 » tl i i ( { 
en man | ! thieve 
in the y j } h ( | \ 
to Hag | ( 01 
cdescel l I { \ ine 
the rock Peter t 
gate I \ 

Phe 

re, a | 

iheseus i bit 
of At S \\ ( 
that has nei t ! n, nor will ( - 
The strong man has overcor | bound him, and has | ssion of 
the palace of his heart. Such an one isa slave to his passions, in 
bondage to the world, a servant of sin, and a child of the devil. The 
gospel enlightens our souls, gives us repentance, en bles usto believe 


on Christ, fills us with love, and inspires us with holy obedience.— 


The power toresist temptation is from the gospel. The power to en- 
dure suffering is furnished from the gospel. In fine, the ability to per- 
form all christian duty is derivable from the gospel. In the gospel, 
as religous beings, we live, and move, and have our continual being. 
Christ is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and re- 
demption. 


4. The religion of the Bible is of practical utility and importance. 
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It should not be regarded as amere splendid speculation. It should 


not be looked upon as simply a matter to amuse a refined taste. It 


should not be regarded as a beautiful system of theoretical philosophy. 
| 


But the gospel is a series of facts; great and important facts. It is 


intended to remedy real, not fictitiousevils. Human life is made up 


of a series of duties, anda consequent series of cares. Whilst these 
cares goad and chafe, gall and burden the mind, they are necessa- 
ry for many purposes. The ship without ballast, the cask without 


binding hoops, and the planet without centripet il force would result 


. ; yt > 
u disasters. So would the mind be without cares. But, at the same 


time, these cares are to be regarded as burthens; and without the sus- 
taining influences of relig if y wou 1 intolerable. The gospel 
teaches us that Ul rden ( ne ¢ es < e 
, of short du — ‘ h, af und in ( st 
t | ’ t i ] l y ol be 
ip th ‘ ] e ! ( Mo 
= { r 
. . t 
i us 
| til ‘ 
Tt 
( } i f c 
: i — f ' qt n —_— - 
mn } \I I re t] fictions 
] ll e tine itiictions of the wit ed 
Moses, the meekest man of the whole earth, ese Lpe d not the hand of 
iffliction. Job, the upright man, the most patient ofall men, suffered 
the greatest calamities. David, the man after God’s own heart, was 


ften overwhelmed with the waves and billows and water-spouts of 
iffliction. When Jesus Christ came into this world to save an afflicted 
race, he was, from the manger to the cross, a man of suffering and 
sorrow. Power, and wealth, and talent, and fortune are confined to 
the few. Notso with afflictions: they are as extended and universal 
as the darkness of night, that rests alike on palace, mansion, cottage 
and wretched hovel; on the gloomy forest, the beautiful landscape, the 
cultivated orchard, yard and garden. King and peasant, servant and 
master, rich and poor, noble and ignoble are alike subject to afflictions. 
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GOSPEL REMEDY. 
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pel proposes a complete, universal and eternal remedy for death. It 


brings life and immoctality to view It not only removes the ills of 
death, but destroys both death and him that has the power of death 
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ment of the livtng is the primary or even secondary motive that prompts such re- 
movals. It is even uncertain w er patriotism, philanthropy or christianity 
has any hand in them. Mauch more plainly does it appear that they proceed from 
personal considerations. Iti that a sordid desire to be thought pa 
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SELECTIONS. 

DirreRnence Between A Suepuerp anp a Drover.—We listened, with heartfelt 
satisfaction, the other day, to a sermon by a dear brother who has recently drunk 
copiously at the deep flowing River of Life—so much so that he knows how to ‘feed 
*” During his 


the flock of God, over which the Holy Ghost has made him overseer 
A lady, he said, eminent for piety, said to him one 
day—*Sir, | can always tell the difference between a Shepherd and a Drover. The 


flock and feeds them. The Drover goes behind 


sermon, he related this anecdote 


_ ; 
Shepherd always goes before his 
with a large whip, makes a ere 1 flourish, but never feeds well.’’ Now, 


says the preacher, | have nod dren sometimes need chastisement, but 


he has not given that work into our hand He has reserved the rod in his own 
hands, for he knows infinitely | I ‘ 0 1 chastisement is necessary 


Minp ; the power t ind, there is scarcely a passion which has not, 


y ex it; anger has done it; and 
also joy tion which, in our* experience, never struck 


the human body with a fat v: itis Hore. Hope, when well grounded, never 


I other passions may agitate the soul, as the ar 
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